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Water is the source of life. "On that day living waters shall flow out from 
Jerusalem," said the prophet Zechariah (14:8), prophesying the new age. 
"Out of the believer's heart shall flow rivers of living water," said Jesus 
(John 7:38), echoing many passages in the Scriptures.
 
Yet water also reminded the Jews of the Deluge of old and was therefore a 
symbol of destruction. The prophets used this symbol of the chaotic sea 
to speak about coming disasters. In its depths lurked "Leviathan the 
fleeing serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent… the dragon that is in the 
sea" (Isaiah 27:1). Water, then, is a symbol of both life and death. (Both of 
these meanings are merged in baptism; by immersion in the baptismal 
waters we die to sin and self, but emerge into new life.)

In today's reading Jesus appears out of the night, "walking toward them 
on the sea." It is a symbol of his triumph over chaos and evil. The scene is 
full of symbolic association. Peter, the chief disciple, ventures into this 
dangerous element, and makes his way while he keeps his attention on 
the Lord, but he sinks once he begins thinking only about danger. With him 
it was an experiment: "if it is you…." 'If' is an expression of doubt, not of 
faith. 

Peter's cry for help is a pure expression of prayer. Christians have long 
meditated on this. Here are some brief reflections from the great 
19th-century preacher, C.H. Spurgeon: "Sinking times are praying times…. 
Short prayers are long enough…. There were but three words in the 
petition which Peter gasped out ("Lord, save me!"), but they were sufficient 
for his purpose…. Not length but strength…. A sense of need is a mighty 
teacher of brevity…. If our prayers had less of the tail feathers of pride and 
more wing, they would be all the better…. Verbiage is to devotion as chaff 
to wheat. Precious things lie in small compass, and all that is real prayer in 
many a long address might have been uttered in a petition as short as that 
of Peter."

Fr Donagh O’Shea, O.P.,
www.goodnews.ie
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Congregation stands

Entrance Hymn or
Entrance Antiphon          Cf. Ps 73:20. 19. 22-23                               

All:  Look to your covenant, O Lord,
 and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever.
 Arise, O God, and defend your cause,
 and forget not the cries of those who seek you.

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and   
 of the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen
Priest:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 and the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you all.
All:  And with your spirit.

Priest: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, 
 and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 
 mysteries.

Priest:    You raise the dead to life in the Spirit:
 Lord, have mercy.              Lord, have mercy.

Priest:    You bring pardon and peace to the sinner:
 Christ, have mercy.              Christ, have mercy.
 
Priest:   You bring light to those in darkness:
 Lord, have mercy.              Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  May almighty God have mercy on us,
 forgive us our sins, 
 and bring us to everlasting life.
All:          Amen

All:  Glory to God in the highest,
 and on earth peace to people of good will.

 We praise you, we bless you,
 we adore you, we glorify you,
 we give you thanks for your great glory,
 Lord God, heavenly King,
 O God, almighty Father.

 Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
 you take away the sins of the world,
 have mercy on us;
 you take away the sins of the world,
 receive our prayer;
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
 have mercy on us.

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
 Lord, you alone are the Most High,
 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of   
 God the Father.
 Amen.

Priest:  Let us pray.
Pause for silent prayer

Priest:  Almighty ever-living God, Priest:  Almighty ever-living God,
 whom, taught by the Holy Spirit,
 we dare to call our Father,
 bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts
 the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters,
 that we may merit to enter into the inheritance
 which you have promised.
 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the   
 Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

Congregation Sits

A reading from the first book of the Kings              19:9. 11-13

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he went 
into the cave and spent the night in it.  Then he was told, 
‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.’  Then 
the Lord himself went by.  There came a mighty wind, so 
strong it tore the mountains and shattered the rocks before 
the Lord.  But the Lord was not in the wind.  After the wind 
came an earthquake.  But the Lord was not in the 
earthquake.  After the earthquake came a fire.  But the Lord 
was not in the fire.  And after the fire there came the sound 
of a gentle breeze.  And when Elijah heard this, he covered 
his face with his cloak and went out and stood at the 
entrance of the cave.

 The word of the Lord
All:  Thanks be to God.

(R)  Let us see, O Lord, your mercy
 and give us your saving help.

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
 a voice that speaks of peace.
 His help is near for those who fear him
 and his glory will dwell in our land. (R)

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;
 justice and peace have embraced.
 Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
 and justice look down from heaven. (R)

3. The Lord will make us prosper
 and our earth shall yield its fruit.
 Justice shall march before him
 and peace shall follow his steps. (R)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans         9:1-5

What I want to say is no pretence; I say it in union with 
Christ ‒ it is the truth ‒ my conscience in union with the 
Holy Spirit assures me of it too.  What I want to say is this: 
my sorrow is so great, my mental anguish so endless, I 
would willingly be condemned and be cut off from Christ if 
it could help my brothers of Israel, my own flesh and blood.  
They were adopted as sons, they were given the glory and 
the covenants; the Law and the ritual were drawn up for 
them, and the promises were made to them.  They are 
descended from the patriarchs and from their flesh and 
blood came Christ who is above all, God for ever blessed! 
Amen.
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 The word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.
Congregation stands

ACCLAMATION                       Lk 19:38 
                           
All:  Alleluia, alleluia!
 Blessings on the King who comes, 
 in the name of the Lord!
 Peace in heaven and glory in the 
 highest heavens!
 Alleluia!

Priest: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the holy 
 Gospel according to Matthew                         14:22-33
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
  
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
to the other side while he would send the crowds away.  
After sending the crowds away he went up into the hills by 
himself to pray.  When evening came, he was there alone, 
while the boat, by now far out on the lake, was battling 
with a heavy sea, for there was a headwind.  In the fourth 
watch of the night he went towards them, walking on the 
lake, and when the disciples saw him walking on the lake 
they were terrified.  ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out in 
fear.  But at once Jesus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! 
It is I!  Do not be afraid.’  It was Peter who answered.  ‘Lord’, 
he said ‘if it is you, tell me to come to you across the water.’  
‘Come’ said Jesus.  Then Peter got out of the boat and 
started walking towards Jesus across the water, but as soon 
as he felt the force of the wind, he took fright and began to 
sink.  ‘Lord!  Save me!’ he cried.  Jesus put out his hand at 
once and held him.  ‘Man of little faith,’ he said ‘why did you 
doubt?’  And as they got into the boat the wind dropped.  
The men in the boat bowed down before him and said, ‘
Truly, you are the Son of God.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation sits

Congregation stand

All:  I believe in one God,
 the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all things visible and invisible.
 
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
 the Only Begotten Son of God,
 born of the Father before all ages.
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
 Father; through him all things were made
 For us men and for our salvation
 he came down from heaven,

 (bow your head up to the words ‘and became man’)
 
 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
 Mary, and became man.

Priest:  Almighty ever-living God,
 whom, taught by the Holy Spirit,
 we dare to call our Father,
 bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts
 the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters,
 that we may merit to enter into the inheritance
 which you have promised.
 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the   
 Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

Congregation Sits

A reading from the first book of the Kings              19:9. 11-13

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he went 
into the cave and spent the night in it.  Then he was told, 
‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.’  Then 
the Lord himself went by.  There came a mighty wind, so 
strong it tore the mountains and shattered the rocks before 
the Lord.  But the Lord was not in the wind.  After the wind 
came an earthquake.  But the Lord was not in the 
earthquake.  After the earthquake came a fire.  But the Lord 
was not in the fire.  And after the fire there came the sound 
of a gentle breeze.  And when Elijah heard this, he covered 
his face with his cloak and went out and stood at the 
entrance of the cave.

 The word of the Lord
All:  Thanks be to God.

(R)  Let us see, O Lord, your mercy
 and give us your saving help.

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
 a voice that speaks of peace.
 His help is near for those who fear him
 and his glory will dwell in our land. (R)

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;
 justice and peace have embraced.
 Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
 and justice look down from heaven. (R)

3. The Lord will make us prosper
 and our earth shall yield its fruit.
 Justice shall march before him
 and peace shall follow his steps. (R)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans         9:1-5

What I want to say is no pretence; I say it in union with 
Christ ‒ it is the truth ‒ my conscience in union with the 
Holy Spirit assures me of it too.  What I want to say is this: 
my sorrow is so great, my mental anguish so endless, I 
would willingly be condemned and be cut off from Christ if 
it could help my brothers of Israel, my own flesh and blood.  
They were adopted as sons, they were given the glory and 
the covenants; the Law and the ritual were drawn up for 
them, and the promises were made to them.  They are 
descended from the patriarchs and from their flesh and 
blood came Christ who is above all, God for ever blessed! 
Amen.

 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius   
 Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
 and rose again on the third day
 in accordance with the Scriptures.
 He ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

 He will come again in glory
 to judge the living and the dead
 and his kingdom will have no end.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
 life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son is adored and
 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
 Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
 of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
 the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Congregation sits 

Offertory Procession
The gifts of bread and wine which will become the Lord’s body
and blood are brought to the altar.
The celebrant raises the host on the paten saying:

Priest:  Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
 for through your goodness we have received
 the bread we offer you:
 fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
 it will become for us the bread of life.

All: Blessed be God for ever.

 The celebrant pours wine and a little water into the
 chalice, saying quietly:

Priest:  By the mystery of this water and wine
 may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
 who humbled himself to share in our humanity.

 The celebrant then raises the chalice above the 
 altar and says:

 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
 for through your goodness we have received
 the wine we offer you:
 fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
 it will become our spiritual drink.

All:  Blessed be God for ever.

 Bowing, the celebrant says quietly:

Priest:  With humble spirit and contrite heart
 may we be accepted by you, O Lord,
 and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
 be pleasing to you, Lord God.

 Then the celebrant washes his hands, saying quietly:

 Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
 and cleanse me from my sin.

 

HOMILY

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

GOSPEL
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THE CREED



 Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and   
 yours may be acceptable to God, 
 the almighty Father.

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands   
 for the praise and glory of his name, for our   
 good and the good of all his holy Church. 

Priest:  Be pleased, O Lord, to accept the offerings of your   
 Church, for in your mercy you have given them to   
 be offered and by your power you transform them
 into the mystery of our salvation.
 Through Christ our Lord.
All:  Amen
Congregation stands

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.
All:  We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:  It is right and just.

PREFACE (II in Ordinary Time)

Priest:  It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
 always and everywhere to give you thanks,
 Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
 through Christ our Lord.

 For out of compassion for the waywardness that is  
 ours, he humbled himself and was born of the   
 Virgin; by the passion of the Cross he freed us from  
 unending death, and by rising from the dead he   
 gave us life eternal.

 And so, with Angels and Archangels,
 with Thrones and Dominions,
 and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
 we sing the hymn of your glory,
 as without end we acclaim:

ACCLAMATION

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.

Priest: You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
 and all you have created 
 rightly gives you praise,
 for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
 by the power and working of the Holy Spirit,
 you give life to all things and make them holy,
 and you never cease to gather a people to yourself,
 so that from the rising of the sun to its setting
 a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.

 Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you:
 by the same Spirit graciously make holy these gifts  
 we have brought to you for consecration,
 that they may become the Body and + Blood 
 of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
 at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.

 

 For on the night he was betrayed
 he himself took bread,
 and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
 broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
 
 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
 FOR THIS IS MY BODY
 WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

 In a similar way, when supper was ended,
 he took the chalice
 and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
 and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
 FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, THE   
 BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,   
 WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR   
 MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

 DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

Priest:    The mystery of faith.

All:        Save us, Saviour of the world,
 for by your Cross and Resurrection 
 you have set us free.

Priest: Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate
 the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son,
 his wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into
 heaven, and as we look forward to his second
 coming, we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and
 living sacrifice.

 Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church   
 and, recognising the sacrificial Victim by whose   
 death you willed to reconcile us to yourself, grant   
 that we, who are nourished by the Body and Blood  
 of your Son and filled with his Holy Spirit, may   
 become one body, one spirit in Christ.

 May he make of us an eternal offering to you,
 so that we may obtain an inheritance with your   
 elect, especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary,  
 Mother of God, with blessed Joseph, her spouse,
 with your blessed Apostles and glorious
 Martyrs with Saint Patrick and with all the Saints,
 on whose constant intercession in your presence   
 we rely for unfailing help.

 May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation, we pray, 
 O Lord, advance the peace and salvation of all the
 world. Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity   
 your pilgrim Church on earth, with your servant   
 Leo our Pope and N our Bishop, the Order of   
 Bishops, all the clergy, and the entire people you   
 have gained for your own.

 Listen graciously to the prayers of this family,
 whom you have summoned before you:
 in your compassion, O merciful Father,
 gather to yourself all your children
 scattered throughout the world.
 To our departed brothers and sisters
 and to all who were pleasing to you
 at their passing from this life,
 give kind admittance to your kingdom.
 There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of   
 your glory through Christ our Lord, through whom  
 you bestow on the world all that is good.
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Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, 
 behold him who takes away the sins of the world.   
 Blessed are those called to the supper of  the Lamb.

All:  Lord, I am not worthy
 that you should enter under my roof,
 but only say the word
 and my soul shall be healed.

Priest: May the Body of Christ 
 keep me safe for eternal life.

Priest: May the Blood of Christ 
 keep me safe for eternal life.

All:  O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord,
 who gives you your fill of finest wheat.

Purifying the chalice the celebrant says quietly:
What has passed our lips as food, O Lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,
that what has been given to us in time
may be our healing for eternity.

Congregation kneels

Priest:  Let us pray.
 May the communion in your Sacrament
 that we have consumed, save us, O Lord,
 and confirm us in the light of your truth.
 Through Christ our Lord.
All:  Amen

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.

Priest:  May the peace of God,
 which surpasses all understanding,
 keep your hearts and minds
 in the knowledge and love of God,
 and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
All:  Amen.

Priest:  And may the blessing of almighty God,
 the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
 come down on you and remain with you for ever.
All:  Amen

Then the celebrant, with hands joined and facing the people, says:

Priest:  Go in peace.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Imprimatur ‒ nihil obstat: + Most Rev. Alan McGuckian, SJ, Bishop of Down and Connor. Excerpts 
from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010,  International Committee on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation.  All rights reserved.  Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: 
Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc.  Responsorial Psalms are copyright  The 
Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd.  Created and published by Tara Lees, 1 Lille Park, Belfast,  
BT10 0LR. T: 02890302817.  E: tarabooklet@gmail.com.

Priest:  Through him, and with him, and in him,
 O God, almighty Father,
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
 all glory and honour is yours,
 for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.

Congregation stands

Priest:  At the Saviour’s command
 and formed by divine teaching, 
 we dare to say:

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name;
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread,
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.

Priest:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
 graciously grant peace in our days,
 that, by the help of your mercy,
 we may be always free from sin
 and safe from all distress,
 as we await the blessed hope
 and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory
 are yours now and for ever.

Priest:  Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles:
 Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
 look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church,
 and graciously grant her peace and unity
 in accordance with your will.
 Who live and reign for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.

Priest:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest:  May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our Lord  
 Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.

All:  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the   
 world, have mercy on us.

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the   
 world, have mercy on us.

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the   
 world, grant us peace.

Congregation kneels 

The celebrant says quietly:
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,
who, by the will of the Father
and the work of the Holy Spirit,
through your Death gave life to the world,
free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;
keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.
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 For on the night he was betrayed
 he himself took bread,
 and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
 broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
 
 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
 FOR THIS IS MY BODY
 WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

 In a similar way, when supper was ended,
 he took the chalice
 and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
 and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
 FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, THE   
 BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,   
 WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR   
 MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

 DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

Priest:    The mystery of faith.

All:        Save us, Saviour of the world,
 for by your Cross and Resurrection 
 you have set us free.

Priest: Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate
 the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son,
 his wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into
 heaven, and as we look forward to his second
 coming, we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and
 living sacrifice.

 Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church   
 and, recognising the sacrificial Victim by whose   
 death you willed to reconcile us to yourself, grant   
 that we, who are nourished by the Body and Blood  
 of your Son and filled with his Holy Spirit, may   
 become one body, one spirit in Christ.

 May he make of us an eternal offering to you,
 so that we may obtain an inheritance with your   
 elect, especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary,  
 Mother of God, with blessed Joseph, her spouse,
 with your blessed Apostles and glorious
 Martyrs with Saint Patrick and with all the Saints,
 on whose constant intercession in your presence   
 we rely for unfailing help.

 May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation, we pray, 
 O Lord, advance the peace and salvation of all the
 world. Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity   
 your pilgrim Church on earth, with your servant   
 Leo our Pope and N our Bishop, the Order of   
 Bishops, all the clergy, and the entire people you   
 have gained for your own.

 Listen graciously to the prayers of this family,
 whom you have summoned before you:
 in your compassion, O merciful Father,
 gather to yourself all your children
 scattered throughout the world.
 To our departed brothers and sisters
 and to all who were pleasing to you
 at their passing from this life,
 give kind admittance to your kingdom.
 There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of   
 your glory through Christ our Lord, through whom  
 you bestow on the world all that is good.
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SEAPATRICK PARISH: Sunday 17th May 2015PARISHES OF NEWRY AND SAVAL: Sunday 9th August 2026

MESSAGE FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR
  
The Gospel story this weekend is a beautiful icon of the faith of the Apostle Peter.  In the voice of Jesus who tells him: ‘Come’, 
he recognises the echo of the first encounter on the shore of that very lake, and right away, once again, he leaves the boat and 
goes toward the Teacher.  And he walks on water! The faithful and ready response to the Lord’s call always enables one to 
achieve extraordinary things.  But Jesus himself told us that we are capable of performing miracles with our faith, faith in Him, 
faith in His word, faith in His voice.  Peter, however, begins to sink the moment he looks away from Jesus, and he allows 
himself to be overwhelmed by the hardships around him.  But the Lord is always there, and when Peter calls Him, Jesus saves 
him from danger. Peter’s character, with his passion and his weaknesses, victorious, Christian faith walks to meet the Risen 
Lord, amid the world’s storms and dangers.
 All the little and frightened ones become great at the moment in which they fall on their knees and recognise the Son 
of God in their Teacher.  How many times the same thing happens to us! Without Jesus, far from Jesus, we feel frightened and 
inadequate to the point of thinking we cannot succeed.  Faith is lacking! But Jesus is always with us, hidden perhaps, but 
present and ready to support us.
 This is an effective image of the Church; a boat which must brave the storms and sometimes seems on the point of 
capsizing. What saves her is not the still and courage of her crew members, but faith which allows her to walk, even in the 
dark, amid hardships. Faith gives us the certainty of Jesus’ presence always besides us, of His hand which grasps us to pull us 
back from danger.  We are all on this boat, and we feel secure here despite our limitations and our weaknesses.  We are safe 
especially when we are ready to kneel and worship Jesus, the only Lord of our life.

Canon Francis Brown

CATHEDRAL TOURS
As we approach the two hundredth anniversary of the opening 

of the cathedral (2029), we are pleased to once again offer 
guided tours of the Cathedral on the following date:

Wednesday 19th August at 2.00pm
Each tour lasts about 90 minutes.

Meet at the Cathedral’s main door on Hill Street. 

A Century of Faith.  A Community United
1920 ‒ 2020 Saval Parish Centenary

The Parish Pastoral Council is delighted to launch our Saval 
Parish Centenary Celebrations, marking the 100th anniversary 
of Saval Parish.   While the centenary fell during the COVID 19 
pandemic, the restrictions at that time meant it could not be 
celebrated as we had hoped.  Now, as a parish family, we look 
forward to coming together as One Parish Community ‒ United 
in Faith to celebrate this significant milestone.
Over the coming year we warmly invite parishioners, past and 
present, families, neighbours and friends to join us for a series 
of special events celebrating our shared history, our vibrant 
community and our enduring faith.
Our centenary programme begins on Sunday 2nd August 2026 
with Traditional Mass Rock Sunday, as we gather for 10.30am 
Mass at the Crohill Mass Rock, remembering the faith, courage 
and devotion of those who kept the faith alive for future 
generations. The celebrations will conclude on 25th April 2027 
with our Centenary Mass, celebrated by Archbishop Eamon 
Martin in St. Joseph’s Church, Sheeptown, followed by a parish 
celebration in St. Colman’s Primary School.
As we reflect on our journey from 1920 to 2020, we also look 
ahead with hope and confidence, giving thanks for those who 
built our parish and for all who continue to shape its future.
We hope you will join us throughout this special year as we 
celebrate our faith, our heritage and our community together.
Five special events will mark this important milestone in the 

life of Saval Parish.
1.  Celebrating our history ‒ Sunday 2nd August ‒
Mass at Crohill Mass Rock at 10.30am.
2.  Celebrating our community ‒ Mass of Thanksgiving on
17th October in St. Colman’s Church, Shinn.
3.  Remembering our departed family and friends ‒ 
Friday 20th November Saval GAA Club ‒ Remembrance Mass.
4.  Deepening our Faith ‒ A special Advent Retreat 
facilitated by the Sisters of St. Clare, Glenvale Convent.
held on 28th November, 5th December, 12th December
and 19th December.
5.  The future together - 25th April 2027 ‒ Centenary Mass
in St. Joseph’s Church, Sheeptown, celebrated by Archbishop 
Eamon Martin, followed by a Parish Celebration in St. Colman’s 
Primary School.

Let us celebrate our past with gratitude, live our faith with joy 
and build our future together.

8-week bible study on the beatitudes 
starting on Thursday 13th August at 7.00pm in Newry Parish 

Centre, led by Fr. Patrick Desmond.

RECENTLY BAPTISED
Isabelle Rose Moley, 187 Craigmore View

Lachlan Beckett McCracken, 2 Tobar Blinne
Teidí Mark Woodside, 26 Chapel Road

Adam Patrick Heaton, 45 Derryleckagh Road
Aidan Philip Duggan, 108 Forest Hills

Newry Cathedral Shop
Newry Cathedral Shop serves as a vital community hub for 

spiritual literature, sacramental gifts, and beautiful mementos 
of faith, as well as Irish cards and gifts.  Conveniently situated 

on The Mall, this parish-owned store continues the area's 
long-standing religious retail tradition, ensuring parishioners 
and visitors retain access to high-quality Catholic resources.
We are pleased to announce the introduction of our new 

loyalty cards. As a token of our appreciation, we will stamp your 
card once for every £10 you spend.  Once your card is full, you 

will enjoy 10% off your next purchase!

HLI Ireland 32 County Mission Night
With relics of St. Therese & the Holy Face

Wednesday 12th August in Newry Conference Centre, 
The Mall Newry 7.00pm ‒ 8.45pm All welcome.

Crohill Mass Rock
Sunday 2nd August began a year of celebration in Saval Parish.  

Mass was celebrated at Crohill Mass Rock, a huge number 
attended the Mass in the beautiful August sunshine.  The parish 

has begun its programme for the Centenary celebrations.  
Sincere thanks to everyone who made yesterday possible and 

all who attended, enjoyed a joyous celebration and an 
expression of gratitude for the faith we all share. Thanks to the 

Kearney family for their work in preparing the site for the 
celebration. A big word of thanks to the members of the 

Pastoral Council for the creative programme for the Year of 
Celebration.  Thanks to the readers, sacristan, the organist, the 
choir, the stewards, those who brought up the gifts, those who 
prepared the site and decorated it so beautifully.  A word of 
thanks to Dr. Mark Byrne for recording the Mass and enabling 
those who are housebound to be part of this initial celebration.

100th Birthday Congratulations
Congratulations to Mrs Alma Brown, who celebrates her 

100th birthday this week.

RECENTLY DECEASED
Margaret Murphy, Thomas Street

William Farrell, Leixslip



PARISHES OF NEWRY AND SAVAL: Sunday 9th August 2026

NEWRY PARISH ANNIVERSARIES FOR OUR DECEASED RELATIVES
Cathedral Anniversaries

Saturday 8 August   6.00pm  Catherine & Joseph Keane & deceased family members, Dublin & Mayo |
     Eamon & Irene O’Connor, Ballyholland Park | Edward O’Hare, Upper Ballyholland |
     Joan Matthews, Ballyholland | Pat & Sarah Anne Campbell, Lisleitrim, Cullyhanna
     Charlie Jones, Davis Street.
Sunday 9 August   9.00am  Dr. Fred, Margo & Stephanie Foley | Dan & Cecilia O’Hare, Newry
   12noon  Mary Carlin, Flagstaff Road | Sadie & Mary Cunningham, Chestnut Grove |
     Jacqueline Black, Archdale | Jim McAlinden, Templehill Road |
     Teresa Hunter, Mourneview Court | Clare & Patsy Hanna, Murphy Crescent
     Hugh O’Hagan, Newry Road, Kilkeel & Raymond O’Hagan, Canada
Tuesday 11 August  10.30am  Ailish Campbell, North Street
Wednesday 12 August 10.30am  Most Rev. Dr. Edward Mulhern | Mary McAteer, Carnagh Park
Saturday 15 August  10.30am  David & Francis McKenna, Belfast | Bridie & Pat Edward McAteer, Blaney Crescent
   6.00pm  Charlie Devine, High Street | William & Margaret McKeown & deceased family members
     St. Clare’s Avenue | Stephen, Rita & Kieran Sands, Innisfree Park
     Peter Campbell, Violet Hill Avenue | Annie & Tommy Price & deceased family members, Abbey Yard.
Sunday 16 August  12 noon  Patsy & Victor McLoughlin, Arthur Street | Patricia Harte, Newry | Michael Hughes, High
     Street | Brendan Armstrong, Hollywood Grove.

St. Mary’s Anniversaries
Sunday 9 August  10.30am   Patrick McAteer, Church Street (M.M.) | Carmel Carr, Cochron Road |
     Matthew & Margaret McAteer, O’Neill Avenue, Maura & Austin Slevin, Ann Rice &
     Rosena Rodgers | Paddy & Sally Rowntree, Carnagh Park | Billy Gormley,
     Oaklands & Patrick & Sarah Gormley, Dundalk | John & Eleanor McVerry, Greenan Rd
      Deceased residents of Boat Street
Tuesday 11 August   7.30pm  Marie McParland, Courtney Hill (M.M)
Sunday 16 August  10.30am  Jim Hughes, Aughnamoira Road (M.M) | Christine, Michael, Dessie & Marie McAteer,
     Home Avenue & Lily McAnulty, Mountainview Drive | Peter & Mena Fallon, Chapel St &
     Deceased members of the Fallon & Duffy Families | Eddie, Annie & Lillian Murtagh,
     Derryleckagh | Thomas Manley, Mountpleasant | Patrick, Marie & Celine McAteer,
     Woodview, Billy’s Road.

St. Catherine’s Anniversaries
Saturday 8 August   7.30pm  Caoimhe Fee | Phelim Shields
Sunday 9 August  11.00am  Rodney (Cosy) Powell | Brigid, Annmarie & Ian McCann
   12.30pm  Teresa Magee (Nee O’Hare, (M.M) | Christina McDonald
Monday 10 August   7.30pm  Jim McAlinden & deceased family members | Fr. John O’Rourke OP
Tuesday 11 August   7.30pm  Bridget Kilgannon
Wednesday 12 August 11.00am  Patrick McAteer
Thursday 13 August  11.00am  Bernard Kelly | James Quinn
Friday 14 August  11.00am  Peggy Ruddy & deceased members of the Ruddy & Durkin Families
     Deceased members of the Dominican Family
   7.30pm  Rose Quinn | Thomas, Ellen, Michael, Patrick, Edward, Thomas & Francie McKeown &
     Lorraine & Pat McCourt
Saturday 15 August   7.30am  Deceased members of the Madden Family
   11.00am  Minnie & John Watters & deceased family members | deceased members of McGrath, McLoughlin, 
     Mee & Keenan Familes
   7.30pm  Elizabeth Mullan
Sunday 16 August  8.00am  James & Mary McGeough & deceased members of the McGeough & Gollogly Families
   11.00am  Patrick & Rose Morgan | Margaret McArdle
   12.30pm  Patrick McElherron (M.M) | Teresa McCanny | Irene McGivern | John & Annie Aiken
     Deceased members of the Church & Priory 

Saturday 8 August   7.30pm  Albert Gribben, College Gardens (M.M.) | Paddy Smyth, Lisgullion Park |
     Seamus McAteer, Clanrye Avenue & Clara, Pauline, James & Kenny McCamley,
     Bessbrook | Francis Craven, Violet Hill Avenue| John O’Hare, Slievegullion Road
Friday 14 August  7.30pm  Frank & Delia Gallagher, Fifth Avenue, Derrybeg | Anita O’Donnell, Beechmount Park &
     Ruairi O’Donnell, Cloughenramer Road & Frank & Rosa O’Donnell, John Mitchel Street
Saturday 15 August  7.30pm  Patrick Coleman, Belfast & deceased family members.

St. Brigid’s Anniversaries

Saval Anniversaries
Sunday 9 August  10.30am  Margaret Magee | Jim & Annie Rice
Wednesday 12 August 7.30pm  Harry O’Hare
Sunday 16 August  10.30am  Emma Rose McGivern,(M.M) | Donnacha McGovern

SAVAL PARISH COLLECTIONS
Sunday 2 August 2026

Weekly   £  125.00
Loose Plate  £  204.26  +€5
Direct Debits  £  126.59
   £  455.85  +€5

Priests’ Collection £  118.00

Saval Parish is part of the Dromore Diocesan Trust. Registered 
with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland.  NIC105046

NEWRY PARISH COLLECTIONS
Sunday 2 August 2026

Weekly   £  2055.43
Loose Plate  £  2063.32
Direct Debits  £  1723.04
   £  5841.79
Priests’ Collection  £     982.50

To make ends meet each week we need another £2200.00 
each week. Newry Parish is part of the Dromore Diocesan 
Trust.  Registered with the Charity Commission for Northern 

Ireland.  NIC105046
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