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Today is known as 'Good Shepherd Sunday', and each year the 
gospel reading focuses on some aspect of Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd. This year (Year A) it is "I am the gate of the sheepfold" 
(Jn 10:1-10). Year B: "The good shepherd lays down his life for his 
sheep" (Jn 10:11-18). Year C: "My sheep hear my voice … I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish" (Jn 10:27-30).
When Jesus said, "All who came before me are thieves and 
bandits," he can hardly have meant to include the great prophets 
such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel…. But there were plenty of his 
contemporaries who deserved to be described as spiritual thieves 
and bandits. They are always a plentiful species - or 'we' if the hat 
fits. 
The expression 'a wolf in sheep's clothing' we owe to Aesop, 
whose stories have delighted and instructed children and adults 
alike for twenty-five centuries. "A wolf found great difficulty in 
getting at the sheep owing to the vigilance of the shepherd and 
his dogs. But one day it found the skin of a sheep that had been 
flayed and thrown aside, so it put it on over its own pelt and 
strolled down among the sheep. The lamb that belonged to the 
sheep, whose skin the wolf was wearing, began to follow the wolf 
in the sheep's clothing; so, leading the lamb a little apart, he soon 
made a meal of her."

A deceiver has to look like the real thing - has to look and sound 
genuine. Otherwise he will deceive nobody. Someone can quote 

and preach the Gospel to you, making all the right sounds and 
looking very serious, while robbing you spiritually - robbing you 
even of the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit in you: your wisdom, 
your understanding, your fortitude, your joy…. Jesus gives the 
Spirit, the deceiver steals it away. You are in far less danger from 
someone who doesn’t sound in the least like a Christian. 

The genuine shepherd "goes ahead of the sheep and they follow 
him." Perhaps that is the key to discernment. Does your shepherd 
go before you into the crises and the mysteries, or does he tell you 
what to do and then just watch from the side? Would he suffer for 
you? Would he lay down his life - or even just his pride, or a 
generous measure of his time? If he is reluctant to do this, then 
beware of him.

But Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He goes before us (as 
shepherds did in those days). The great twentieth-century 
theologian, Hans Urs von Balthasar, said, “No matter how low you 
fall in your life, you will meet Jesus coming up from deeper down 
to meet you.” 
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www.goodnews.ie
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Congregation stands

Entrance Hymn or
Entrance Antiphon                                  Cf. Ps 32:5-6 
                                        
All:  The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth;
 by the word of the Lord the heavens were made,   
 alleluia.

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and   
 of the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen
Priest:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 and the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you all.
All:  And with your spirit.

Priest: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, 
 and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 
 mysteries.

Priest:    Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the 
 peace of God’s kingdom:
 Lord, have mercy.              Lord, have mercy.

Priest:    You came in word and sacrament to strengthen us 
 in holiness:
 Christ, have mercy.              Christ, have mercy.
 
Priest:   You will come in glory with salvation for your people:
 Lord, have mercy.              Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  May almighty God have mercy on us,
 forgive us our sins, 
 and bring us to everlasting life.
All:          Amen

All:  Glory to God in the highest,
 and on earth peace to people of good will.

 We praise you, we bless you,
 we adore you, we glorify you,
 we give you thanks for your great glory,
 Lord God, heavenly King,
 O God, almighty Father.

 Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
 you take away the sins of the world,
 have mercy on us;
 you take away the sins of the world,
 receive our prayer;
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
 have mercy on us.

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
 Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
 with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
 Amen.

Priest:  Let us pray.

Pause for silent prayer

Priest:  Almighty ever-living God,
 lead us to a share in the joys of heaven,
 so that the humble flock may reach

,
 

 

 
 

Priest:  Almighty ever-living God,
 where the brave Shepherd has gone before.
 Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy  
 Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

Congregation Sits

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                2:14. 36-41

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and 
addressed the crowd with a loud voice: ‘The whole House of 
Israel can be certain that God has made this Jesus whom you 
crucified both Lord and Christ.’
 Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to 
Peter and the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’ ‘You 
must repent,’ Peter answered, ‘and every one of you must be 
baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The 
promise that was made is for you and your children, and for all 
those who are far away, for all those whom the Lord our God 
will call to himself.’  He spoke to them for a long time using 
many arguments, and he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from 
this perverse generation.’  They were convinced by his 
arguments, and they accepted what he said and were 
baptised.  That very day about three thousand were added to 
their number.

 The word of the Lord
All:  Thanks be to God.

(R)  The Lord is my shepherd:
 there is nothing I shall want.
  
1. The Lord is my shepherd;
 there is nothing I shall want.
 Fresh and green are the pastures
 where he gives me repose.
 Near restful waters he leads me,
 to revive my drooping spirit. (R)

2. He guides me along the right path;
 he is true to his name.
 If I should walk in the valley of darkness
 no evil would I fear.
 You are there with your crook and your staff;
 with these you give me comfort. (R)

3. You have prepared a banquet for me
 in the sight of my foes.
 My head you have anointed with oil;
 my cup is overflowing. (R)

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
 all the days of my life.
 In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
 for ever and ever. (R)

A reading from the first letter of St Peter                      2:20-25  

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment 
patiently when you are punished after doing your duty.  This, 
in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ suffered 
for you and left an example for you to follow the way he took.  
He had not done anything wrong, and there had been no 
perjury in his mouth.  He was insulted and did not retaliate 
with insults; when he was tortured he made no threats but he 
put his trust in the righteous judge.  He was bearing our faults 
in his own body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults 
and live for holiness; through his wounds you have been 
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Congregation stands

Entrance Hymn or
Entrance Antiphon                                  Cf. Ps 32:5-6 
                                        
All:  The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth;
 by the word of the Lord the heavens were made,   
 alleluia.

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and   
 of the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen
Priest:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 and the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you all.
All:  And with your spirit.

Priest: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, 
 and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 
 mysteries.

Priest:    Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the 
 peace of God’s kingdom:
 Lord, have mercy.              Lord, have mercy.

Priest:    You came in word and sacrament to strengthen us 
 in holiness:
 Christ, have mercy.              Christ, have mercy.
 
Priest:   You will come in glory with salvation for your people:
 Lord, have mercy.              Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  May almighty God have mercy on us,
 forgive us our sins, 
 and bring us to everlasting life.
All:          Amen

All:  Glory to God in the highest,
 and on earth peace to people of good will.

 We praise you, we bless you,
 we adore you, we glorify you,
 we give you thanks for your great glory,
 Lord God, heavenly King,
 O God, almighty Father.

 Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
 you take away the sins of the world,
 have mercy on us;
 you take away the sins of the world,
 receive our prayer;
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
 have mercy on us.

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
 Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
 with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
 Amen.

Priest:  Let us pray.

Pause for silent prayer

Priest:  Almighty ever-living God,
 lead us to a share in the joys of heaven,
 so that the humble flock may reach

,
 

 

 
 

healed.  You had gone astray like sheep but now you have 
come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

 The word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Congregation stands

ACCLAMATION                                           Jn 10:14
 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia!
 I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my own sheep and my own know me.
 Alleluia!

Priest: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the holy 
 Gospel according to John                                        10:1-10
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
  
Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not 
enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some other 
way is a thief and a brigand.  The one who enters through the 
gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, 
the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep 
and leads them out.  When he has brought out his flock, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because they know 
his voice.  They never follow a stranger but run away from him: 
they do not recognise the voice of strangers.’
 Jesus told them this parable but they failed to 
understand what he meant by telling it to them.
 So Jesus spoke to them again:

 ‘I tell you most solemnly,
 I am the gate of the sheepfold.
 All others who have come
 are thieves and brigands;
 but the sheep took no notice of them.
 I am the gate.
 Anyone who enters through me will be safe:
 he will go freely in and out
 and be sure of finding pasture.
 The thief comes
 only to steal and kill and destroy.
 I have come
 so that they may have life
 and have it to the full.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation sits

Congregation stand

All:  I believe in one God,
 the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all things visible and invisible.
 
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
 the Only Begotten Son of God,
 born of the Father before all ages.
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
 Father; through him all things were made
 For us men and for our salvation
 he came down from heaven,

 

 (bow your head up to the words ‘and became man’)

 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
 Mary, and became man.
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius   
 Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
 and rose again on the third day
 in accordance with the Scriptures.
 He ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

 He will come again in glory
 to judge the living and the dead
 and his kingdom will have no end.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
 life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son is adored and
 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
 Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
 of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
 the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Congregation sits 

Offertory Procession
The gifts of bread and wine which will become the Lord’s body
and blood are brought to the altar.
The celebrant raises the host on the paten saying:

Priest:  Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
 for through your goodness we have received
 the bread we offer you:
 fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
 it will become for us the bread of life.

All: Blessed be God for ever.

 The celebrant pours wine and a little water into the
 chalice, saying quietly:

Priest:  By the mystery of this water and wine
 may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
 who humbled himself to share in our humanity.

 The celebrant then raises the chalice above the 
 altar and says:

 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
 for through your goodness we have received
 the wine we offer you:
 fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
 it will become our spiritual drink.

All:  Blessed be God for ever.

 Bowing, the celebrant says quietly:

Priest:  With humble spirit and contrite heart
 may we be accepted by you, O Lord,
 and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
 be pleasing to you, Lord God.

 Then the celebrant washes his hands, saying quietly:

 Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
 and cleanse me from my sin.
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 Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and   
 yours may be acceptable to God, 
 the almighty Father.

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands   
 for the praise and glory of his name, for our   
 good and the good of all his holy Church. 

 Priest:  Grant, we pray, O Lord,
 that we may always find delight in these paschal   
 mysteries, so that the renewal constantly at work   
 within us may be the cause of our unending joy.
 Through Christ our Lord.
All:  Amen

Congregation stands

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.
 
Priest:  Lift up your hearts.
All:  We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:  It is right and just.

PREFACE (III of Easter)

Priest:  It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
 at all times to acclaim you, O Lord,
 but in this time above all to laud you yet more   
 gloriously, when Christ our Passover has been   
 sacrificed.

 He never ceases to offer himself for us
 but defends us and ever pleads our cause before you:
 he is the sacrificial Victim who dies no more,
 the Lamb, once slain, who lives for ever.
 
 Therefore overcome with paschal joy,
 every land, every people exults in your praise
 and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
 sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
 as they acclaim:

ACCLAMATION

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.

Priest: You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
 the fount of all holiness.

 Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray,
 by sending down your Spirit upon them like the   
 dewfall, so that they may become for us
 the Body and + Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 At the time he was betrayed
 and entered willingly into his Passion,
 he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it,
 and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
 FOR THIS IS MY BODY
 WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

 In a similar way, when supper was ended,
 he took the chalice

healed.  You had gone astray like sheep but now you have 
come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

 The word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Congregation stands

ACCLAMATION                                           Jn 10:14
 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia!
 I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
 I know my own sheep and my own know me.
 Alleluia!

Priest: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the holy 
 Gospel according to John                                        10:1-10
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
  
Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not 
enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some other 
way is a thief and a brigand.  The one who enters through the 
gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, 
the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep 
and leads them out.  When he has brought out his flock, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because they know 
his voice.  They never follow a stranger but run away from him: 
they do not recognise the voice of strangers.’
 Jesus told them this parable but they failed to 
understand what he meant by telling it to them.
 So Jesus spoke to them again:

 ‘I tell you most solemnly,
 I am the gate of the sheepfold.
 All others who have come
 are thieves and brigands;
 but the sheep took no notice of them.
 I am the gate.
 Anyone who enters through me will be safe:
 he will go freely in and out
 and be sure of finding pasture.
 The thief comes
 only to steal and kill and destroy.
 I have come
 so that they may have life
 and have it to the full.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation sits

Congregation stand

All:  I believe in one God,
 the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all things visible and invisible.
 
 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
 the Only Begotten Son of God,
 born of the Father before all ages.
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
 Father; through him all things were made
 For us men and for our salvation
 he came down from heaven,

 

 and, once more giving thanks,
 he gave it to his disciples, saying:

 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
 FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
 THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
 WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR
 MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

 DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

Priest:    The mystery of faith.

All:        My Lord and my God

Priest: Therefore, as we celebrate
 the memorial of his Death and Resurrection,
 we offer you, Lord,
 the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation,
 giving thanks that you have held us worthy
 to be in your presence and minister to you.

 Humbly we pray
 that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ,
 we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit.

 Remember, Lord, your Church,
 spread throughout the world,
 and bring her to the fullness of charity,
 together with Leo our Pope and N our Bishop
 and all the clergy.

 Remember also our brothers and sisters
 who have fallen asleep in the hope of the 
 resurrection, and all who have died in your mercy:
 welcome them into the light of your face.
 Have mercy on us all, we pray,
 that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
 with blessed Joseph, her spouse,
 with the blessed Apostles,
 and all the Saints who have pleased you throughout
 the ages, we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life,
 and may praise and glorify you
 through your Son, Jesus Christ.

Priest:  Through him, and with him, and in him,
 O God, almighty Father,
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
 all glory and honour is yours,
 for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.

Congregation stands

Priest:  At the Saviour’s command
 and formed by divine teaching, 
 we dare to say:

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name;
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread,
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.

Priest:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
 graciously grant peace in our days,
 that, by the help of your mercy,
 we may be always free from sin
 and safe from all distress,
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THE COMMUNION RITE

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

  

   



 

 
 the sheep you have redeemed
 by the Precious Blood of your Son.
 Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
All:  Amen

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.

Priest:  May God, who by the Resurrection of his Only Begotten  
 Son was pleased to confer on you
 the gift of redemption and of adoption,
 give you gladness by his blessing.
All:  Amen

Priest:  May he, by whose redeeming work
 you have received the gift of everlasting freedom,
 make you heirs to an eternal inheritance.
All:  Amen

Priest:  And may you, who have already risen with Christ
 in Baptism through faith,
 by living in a right manner on this earth,
 be united with him in the homeland of heaven.
All:  Amen

Priest:  And may the blessing of almighty God,
 the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
 come down on you and remain with you for ever.
All:  Amen

Then the celebrant, with hands joined and facing the people, says:

Priest:  Go forth, the Mass is ended.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Imprimatur ‒ nihil obstat: + Most Rev. Alan McGuckian, SJ, Bishop of Down and 
Connor. Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010,  
International Committee on English in the Liturgy Corporation.  All rights reserved.  
Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co. Inc.  Responsorial Psalms are copyright  The Grail and/or Geoffrey 
Chapman Ltd.  Created and published by Tara Lees, 1 Lille Park, Belfast,  BT10 0LR. 
 T: 02890302817.  E: tarabooklet@gmail.com.

 

 as we await the blessed hope
 and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory
 are yours now and for ever.

Priest:  Lord Jesus Christ, 
 who said to your Apostles:
 Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
 look not on our sins,
 but on the faith of your Church,
 and graciously grant her peace and unity
 in accordance with your will.
 Who live and reign for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.

Priest:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest:  May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our Lord   
 Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.

All:  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the    
 world, have mercy on us.

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the    
 world, have mercy on us.

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the    
 world, grant us peace.

Congregation kneels 
The celebrant says quietly:
May the receiving of your Body and Blood,
Lord Jesus Christ,
not bring me to judgment and condemnation,
but through your loving mercy
be for me protection in mind and body
and a healing remedy.

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, 
 behold him who takes away the sins of the world.   
 Blessed are those called to the supper of  the Lamb.

All:  Lord, I am not worthy
 that you should enter under my roof,
 but only say the word
 and my soul shall be healed.

Priest: May the Body of Christ 
 keep me safe for eternal life.

Priest: May the Blood of Christ 
 keep me safe for eternal life.

All:  The Good Shepherd has risen,
 who laid down his life for his sheep
 and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.

Purifying the chalice the celebrant says quietly:
What has passed our lips as food, O Lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,
that what has been given to us in time
may be our healing for eternity.

Congregation kneels

Priest:  Let us pray.
 Look upon your flock, kind Shepherd,
 and be pleased to settle in eternal pastures
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 as we await the blessed hope
 and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory
 are yours now and for ever.

Priest:  Lord Jesus Christ, 
 who said to your Apostles:
 Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
 look not on our sins,
 but on the faith of your Church,
 and graciously grant her peace and unity
 in accordance with your will.
 Who live and reign for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.

Priest:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest:  May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our Lord   
 Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.

All:  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the    
 world, have mercy on us.

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the    
 world, have mercy on us.

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the    
 world, grant us peace.

Congregation kneels 
The celebrant says quietly:
May the receiving of your Body and Blood,
Lord Jesus Christ,
not bring me to judgment and condemnation,
but through your loving mercy
be for me protection in mind and body
and a healing remedy.

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, 
 behold him who takes away the sins of the world.   
 Blessed are those called to the supper of  the Lamb.

All:  Lord, I am not worthy
 that you should enter under my roof,
 but only say the word
 and my soul shall be healed.

Priest: May the Body of Christ 
 keep me safe for eternal life.

Priest: May the Blood of Christ 
 keep me safe for eternal life.

All:  The Good Shepherd has risen,
 who laid down his life for his sheep
 and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.

Purifying the chalice the celebrant says quietly:
What has passed our lips as food, O Lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,
that what has been given to us in time
may be our healing for eternity.

Congregation kneels

Priest:  Let us pray.
 Look upon your flock, kind Shepherd,
 and be pleased to settle in eternal pastures

SEAPATRICK PARISH: Sunday 17th May 2015

MESSAGE FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

We all want to be happy. There is no one on the face of the planet who would consciously choose to be frustrated and 
miserable.  Yet how is it that so many people unconsciously choose to be, or are really missing the boat on what makes life 
worthwhile? Jesus is the gate! If we truly want to fulfil our deepest human aspirations, we have to know and love Jesus Christ. 
As long as Jesus is second to anything or anyone in our life, we have not fully passed through the gate.  Taking the plunge and 
truly passing through the gate is the best decision we could ever make.
 If we don’t go through the gate, we are vulnerable.  Those who are not fully committed may find the offers of 
strangers quite enticing.  But Christ’s sheep reject those voices our of fidelity to their shepherd. Perseverance in our Catholic 
faith and our Catholic lifestyle requires a constant effort to refocus on the Lord.  Even if we are besieged by a cacophony of 
competing voices, the voice of the Lord will always rise above that dim. We must be faithful. Our prayer life is the privileged 
place to screen out the noise and truly hear Christ, which is why our prayer is the most important time of the day.  How vibrant 
is my prayer life?
 The effort to go through the gate and to listen only to the voice of the Good Shepherd pays abundant dividends. ‘I 
came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly!  What is that life like?  Put simply, there is nothing like it.  The 
abundant life that Christ gives us is the indwelling presence of the Holy Trinity in one’s soul.  It is the love that envelopes 
authentically Christian home and communities.  It is the peace that comes from a conscience that has experienced forgiveness 
and is committed to living in the truth.  What could anyone give us that can possible compare to all of this?

Canon Francis Brown

TROCÁIRE LENTEN CAMPAIGN 2026
You are reminded that your Trocáire Collection box should be 
returned to the parish either by putting it in the collection 

basket at Masses or by leaving it in the Sacristy or Parish Office.  
Please DO NOT leave your Trocáire box in the churches please.

Knights of St. Columbanus CK10, Newry & Armagh Annual 
Pilgrimage to Knock on Sunday 31st May.  A bus will leave 

Newry Parish Centre, The Mall, at 7.00am via Armagh with one 
stop in Belcoo.  Bus returns via Belcoo. Cost £25 per person.  

Booking forms available from Newry Parish Office.  Closing date 
for applications is Monday 25th May at 4.00pm.

SAVAL PARISH COLLECTIONS
Sunday 19 April 2026

Weekly   £  303.00
Loose Plate  £    80.20
   £  383.20

Priests’ Collection £  140.00
Shrines - Shinn  £    96.50
Trócaire   £  290.00

Saval Parish is part of the Dromore Diocesan Trust. 
Registered with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland.  

NIC105046

NEWRY PARISH COLLECTIONS
Sunday 19 April 2026

Weekly   £  2138.71
Loose Plate  £  2006.41
Direct Debits  £  1723.04
   £  5868.16

Priests’ Collection  £    450.00

To make ends meet each week we need another £2200.00 
each week. Newry Parish is part of the Dromore Diocesan 
Trust.  Registered with the Charity Commission for Northern 

Ireland.  NIC105046

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA
14th - 21st August 2026

Flying Direct from Belfast International Airport
Convenient flight times - £850pps

7 nights F/B Avenida Hotel 
Spiritual Director: Fr Andrew McMahon 

Further information contact Joe Catney: 07776425631

RECENTLY BAPTISED
Veronica Mary Boyle,  14 James Street

Ruby Colette Hulin, 52 Agincourt Road, Lichfield
Eddie James John McCann, 145 Barcroft Park

Fionn Aidan Stennett, 1 Carraig Mhuire

Sisters of Mercy, Queen Street Warrenpoint and Convent Hill, 
Bessbrook wish to recruit the following permanent position:

Part -Time Cook/Housekeeper 16 hours per week.
The position will be based as follows:

Queen Street Warrenpoint: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
10 am ‒ 2pm 

Convent Hill, Bessbrook:    Tuesday, 10 am ‒ 2pm
Application Form, Personnel Specification and 
Job Description are available on request from:
The Manager   07974 732665 or via email to

mercymgnt@hotmail.com
CVs are not acceptable.

 “The Sisters of Mercy Northern Branch is an equal 
opportunities employer This post is subjected to a 6-month 
probationary period. The closing dates for applications is 

Tuesday 12th May 2026
As part of the job requirements successful candidates

should be available to cover annual leave and/or sick leave
as the need arises.

Applicants are invited to apply for some or all of the shifts.

PARISHES OF NEWRY AND SAVAL: Sunday 26th April 2026

RECENTLY DECEASED
Michael Turley, Dora Avenue
Michelle McAllister, Cole Court

Sr. Declan O’Callaghan, St. Clare’s Convent
Eddie McAteer, Billy’s Road

Helen Magee, Ardglass

ST. PEREGRINE’S NOVENA
Continues every Friday evening at 7.30pm in 

St. Brigid’s Church.

ST. PIO NOVENA
Continues each Thursday evening at 7.00pm in

The Cathedral.  All welcome.

Blessing of Graves in Newry Parish
Monkshill Cemetery

The Annual Blessing of the graves takes place on
Sunday 3rd May at 7.00pm.  

You are asked to bring a small container of water with you 
which will be blessed during the service.  Use this water to 

sprinkle your family grave at the appropriate time.
A gate collection will take place.

St. Mary’s Cemetery 
The Annual Blessing of the graves takes place on 

Sunday 10th May at 7.00pm
A church gate collection will take place for donation for

the upkeep of the Cemetery. 
We appeal to your generosity on this occasion.



NEWRY PARISH ANNIVERSARIES FOR OUR DECEASED RELATIVES

Cathedral Anniversaries
Saturday 25 April   6.00pm  William & Margaret McKeown & deceased family members, St. Clare’s Avenue
     Gerald & Bridie Goodman, Innisfree Park & deceased members of the Goodman &
     McArdle Families | Rhoda Hollywood, Beechmount Park | Terry Duffy, Annsville
     Noel McCaul, Toragh Park | Nancy Morgan, Ardmaine Gardens
     Gerald Murphy, Loughview Park | Michael & Carol Ruddy, Mourneview Park
     Fred & Lily Jolley, Newry & Paddy & May Woods, Carlingford Park
     Sidney McGovern, O’Neill Avenue
Sunday 26 April  9.00am  Frank McCamley, Well Lane | Patsy, Rose & John Keenan, Ballyholland Road
   12 noon  Mary Cunningham, Blaney Crescent (M.M) | P J & Kathleen Shevlin, Pound Street
     Jerome Finnegan, Greenfield Park| Francis Lynch, Boat Street.
     Eileen McClelland, Forest HIlls
   5.30pm  Violet Durkan, Catherine Street
Wednesday 29 April  10.30am  Raymond Johnston, Lower Water Street
Friday 1 May  10.30am  Michael & Annie Torley & deceased members of the Torley Family, St. Clare’s Avenue
Saturday 2 May  10.30am  Patricia Quinn, Beechmount Park
   6.00pm  Austin Hollywood & deceased family members, Kilmorey Street
     Josephine, Michael & Mary Keenan, Courtney Hill | Jenny Kelly, Chapel Road
     Angela Smyth, Glenpatrick Lawns
Sunday 3 May   9.00am  Kieran Hollywood, Dublin Road
   12 noon  Peter & Christine Tumilty, Dora Avenue | Bernadette & Jim Campbell, Church Street
     Derek Watson, Hampshire | Tony Morgan, High Street

St. Mary’s Anniversaries
Sunday 26 April  10.30am   Ann Carragher (Nee Keenan), Formerly Hennessy Park | Moira McCormick, Toragh Pk 
     Deceased members of the McCormick Family, Larne & USA | Lily McAteer, Damolly Rd
     Mary McAteer, Warrington & Pat & Mary Ann Murtagh, Derrylecka
     Aiden, Jim & Marion Bagnall, Ballyholland | Kathleen & Patrick Sweeney, Grinan Road
Tuesday 28 April  10.30am  Gerry & Ronan Conlon, Carrick Ard & Martin & Leo McAteer, Cork
Sunday 3 May  10.30am  Frank & Bernadette Keenan, Daragh Park | Bernadette Ryan, Carlingford Park
     Edward (Snr) , Edward (Jnr) & Margaret Turley, Church Street
     Carol McParland, Bournemouth & Peter McParland, Newry
     Michae & Mary O’Hare, Cronin Park | Jim, Marion & Aiden Bagnall, Ballyholland

St. Catherine’s Anniversaries
Saturday 25 April   7.30pm  Hugh & Ann Clarke | Patsy Doherty
Sunday 26 April  8.00am  Terry Duffy
   9.30am  Geraldine McAteer | John & Kathleen Byrne | Patrick & Margaret King
   11.00am  Bernard Morrissey | Pat McKeown | Vincent Kelly
   12.30pm  Valerie McGuinness (M.M) | Lily, Jim & Gerard McAnuff | Joseph & Kieran McParland | 
     Patrick & Mary McInerney | John Conlon | Chrissie & Malachy Murphy
Monday 27 April  7.30am  Zipporah Brannigan
   11.00am  Robert Kelly | James & Annie Gribben | Margaret & Thomas McCourt
   7.30pm  Damien & Isa Collins
Tuesday 28 April  11.00am  Kate McSherry
Wednesday 29 April   7.30am  Ann Coghlan
   11.00am  Henry McKeever | Ellen & Martin O’Cleary
Thursday 30 April   7.30am  Charlie Carr
   11.00am  Ann & Seamus O’Neill
   7.30pm  Ann Mathers (M.M) | Eileen Poucher
Friday 1 May  11.00am  Hugh, John, Mary & Patrick Kelly | Terry Donnelly | Stephen McKeown
   7.30pm  Alice & Brea Moan | Ann Coghlan
Saturday 2 May  7.30am  Mary & James Brady
   7.30pm  Bridget McKevitt | Brian Vint
Sunday 3 May  11.00am  Ronald O’Callaghan (M.M) | Patrick & Rose Agnes McNulty | Pat & Kathleen McLogan
     Patrick (Patsy) O’Hanlon
   12.15pm  William Fitzpatrick | Benefactors of the Church & Prior

Saturday 25 April  7.30pm  Kieran Hughes, Drumgullion Avenue (M.M) | Gwen McEvoy, Newry (M.M)
     Margaret & Thomas Malone, North Street | Brigid Browne, Mourneview Park & 
     Deceased members of the Browne & Finlay Families | John & Kathleen McStay,
     Killeavy Road, Irene Morley, Derrybeg & Patsy Watterson, Camlough
Friday 1 May  7.30pm  James McCrink
Saturday 2 May  7.30pm  Joanne Bradley, Mountainview Drive

St. Brigid’s Anniversaries

Saval Anniversaries
Saturday 25 April   6.00pm  Patrick McClorey | Joe & Rita McConville | Peter & Mary Kerr
     Thomas & Mary Goodman
Wednesday 29 April  7.30pm  Sean, Josie & Cathy Mallon
Saturday 2 May  6.00pm  Paul McDonnell | Siobhan Toner
Sunday 3 May  10.30am  Deceased members of the McCoy Family

PARISHES OF NEWRY AND SAVAL: Sunday 26th April 2026
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